
 
Notes of the Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday 23 June 2026, 7.30pm 
Village Shop, Muddles Green 

Present 

David Nash (Chair), Mark Valleley, Gail Giles, Helen Denning, Tina Letanka, Peter 
Gunner, Josh Penrose, Noel Hardy, Cliff Marchant (arrived shortly after the start of 
the meeting) and Anthony Redman (for the opening part of the meeting only). 

Apologies 

Ryan Hannigan, Sally Ashby, Sue Skan and Winnow Hardy. 

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

1.1 The notes of the meeting held on 19 May 2026 were agreed. 

1.2 Members noted that the actions from the previous meeting were either 
complete or were covered by items on the current agenda, including Jubilee Field, 
the National Emergency briefing film screening, Spirit of Chiddingly, Open Farms, 
citizen science water quality monitoring, energy advice for homeowners and 
Himalayan Balsam management. 

2. Items for Report  

2.1 Report from the Parish Council on the Jubilee Field Management Plan 

2.1.1 Dave reported that the Jubilee Field Management Plan had been presented to 
the Parish Council at their June Meeting. The plan had originally been prepared with 
support from The Conservation Volunteers and subsequently updated following the 
discovery of Great Crested Newts in the pond. 

2.1.2 The Parish Council approved the management plan. Discussion had focussed 
primarily on future maintenance responsibilities and associated costs. It was agreed 
that Greening Chiddingly volunteers would undertake the majority of habitat 
management, with the Parish Council only being asked to fund repairs to 
infrastructure such as fences and gates where necessary. 

2.1.3 The Parish Council also supported the proposal to provide natural log seating 
around the pond. Members agreed that publicity regarding the presence of Great 
Crested Newts should be kept to a minimum to avoid attracting unwanted attention 
to the site. 

2.1.4 Cliff Marchant confirmed that he had sourced several suitable tree trunks 
which could be used as seating. Josh Penrose confirmed he had suitable logs 
available. Members agreed these would provide a more natural and robust solution 
than conventional benches and would be less easy to remove or vandalise. 



2.1.5 It was noted that management of the site would need to take account of 
seasonal restrictions associated with nesting birds and protected species. Members 
also discussed creating additional habitat features such as log piles at an 
appropriate time of year. 

Action: Dave Nash, Cliff Marchant Josh Penrose to arrange installation of the log 
seating and identify suitable locations. 

2.2 Special Spaces Data Entry 

2.2.1 Dave reported that the data entry work arising from the Special Spaces event 
was progressing well. Approximately 153 response cards had now been digitised 
and the remaining scanning work was expected to be completed by the end of June. 

2.2.2 Once complete, attention would turn to mapping the information digitally 
alongside photographs, artwork from the primary school and other supporting 
material collected during the project. 

3. Items for Discussion 

3.1 National Emergency Briefing Film 

3.1.1 Dave reminded members that a screening of the National Emergency Briefing 
film would take place at Heathfield Community Centre on Sunday 28 June. 

3.1.2 The film, presented by Chris Packham, explores the challenges of climate 
change and would be followed by a discussion session. 

3.1.3 Members wishing to attend were encouraged to register in advance. 

3.2 Church Fete – Saturday 27 June 

3.2.1 Preparations for the Church Fete were reported to be well advanced. 

3.2.2 Updated display boards had been produced and Tina had prepared the 
children's "What's in the Box?" wildlife activity. 

3.2.3 Volunteers confirmed arrangements for staffing the Greening Chiddingly stall. 

3.3 Tour de Chiddingly – Saturday 12 September 

3.3.1 Members confirmed that planning would continue for this year's Tour de 
Chiddingly on Saturday 12 September. 

3.3.2 Although the date coincided with the Horticultural Society Autumn Show, it 
was recognised that almost every available weekend conflicted with another 
community event. 

3.4 Spirit of Chiddingly – Sunday 20 September 

3.4.1 Members confirmed Greening Chiddingly would again have a presence at the 
Spirit of Chiddingly event on 20 September. 



3.4.2 Helen agreed to develop ideas for interactive craft activities suitable for 
families. Suggestions included children's wildlife-themed activities together with a 
local nature quiz to encourage wider participation. 

3.4.3 Members also discussed producing displays and/or quizzes highlighting local 
wildlife, habitats and village history to complement the activities. 

Action: Helen Denning to develop proposals for the activity table and liaise with 
Mark regarding space requirements. 

3.5 Citizen Science Water Quality Monitoring 

3.5.1 Dave updated members on the proposal to establish a community water 
quality monitoring project, based on successful schemes operating elsewhere in 
Sussex. 

3.5.2 The project would involve volunteers taking water samples from local 
watercourses to help build understanding of river health and identify potential 
pollution events. Members emphasised that the purpose of the project should be to 
encourage stewardship and understanding of local rivers rather than to apportion 
blame. 

3.5.3 Josh Penrose provided valuable insight from a farming perspective, explaining 
some of the practical challenges farmers face in managing changing environmental 
regulations, slurry storage and pesticide use. Members agreed it would be important 
to engage positively with local landowners from the outset and ensure the project 
was viewed as collaborative rather than punitive. 

3.5.4 Dave reported that a small working group would be established to develop the 
proposals before bringing recommendations back to the group. 

3.6 Energy Advice for Homeowners 

3.6.1 Members discussed proposals to establish a thermal imaging camera loan 
scheme similar to one operated successfully by Withyham Parish Council. 

3.6.2 The aim would be to allow residents to identify areas of heat loss within their 
homes and provide information about insulation improvements and energy efficiency 
measures that they could then take forward. 

3.6.3 Dave reported that Richard Williams from the Parish Council had expressed 
support for the concept. A small working group would consider practical 
arrangements, including ownership of the camera, booking arrangements and 
publicity, before bringing proposals back to the committee. 

Action: Dave Nash to arrange a meeting of the working group to develop proposals 
for both the water quality monitoring and thermal imaging projects. 

 



3.7 Open Farms 

3.7.1 Members reviewed progress on proposals for an Open Farms event during 
spring 2027. 

3.7.2 Several local farmers had expressed interest in participating and members 
discussed potential formats, including a number of farms opening at different times 
during the day linked by a central information point. 

3.7.3 The main outstanding issue was agreeing a suitable date. 

3.7.4 Members also discussed developing simple quizzes and nature trails to 
engage visitors and encourage them to learn more about local farming, hedgerows 
and wildlife. 

Action: Helen Denning to circulate possible dates to participating farms and 
continue discussions with interested landowners. 

3.8 Himalayan Balsam Bash 

3.8.1 Members discussed organising a volunteer Himalayan Balsam clearance 
event later in the summer. 

3.8.2 Potential locations were considered, including land where access would be 
easier and where successful clearance could prevent further spread downstream. 

3.8.3 Dave agreed to discuss possible sites with local landowners while Helen 
agreed to make enquiries regarding other potential locations. 

3.8.4 Members also discussed promoting the event through local community 
organisations and environmental groups to maximise volunteer participation. 

Action: Dave Nash and Helen Denning to identify a suitable location and propose a 
date for a volunteer clearance event. 

4. Any Other Business 

No additional business was raised. 

5. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 28 July 2026 at the Village 
Shop, Muddles Green. Future meeting dates of 25 August, 22 September, 20 
October and 24 November 2026 were noted.  


